
UPPA
D
O
VA

PHRG
Peace Human 
Rights Governance

$UWLFOH�क़UVW�SXEOLVKHG�RQOLQH

March 2017

9ROXPH����,VVXH����0DUFK�����

Editorial

DOI:

10.14658/pupj-phrg-2017- 1-1

How to cite:

(2017), Peace Human Rights Governance: A New Academic Journal of the 

University of Padova, Peace Human Rights Governance, 1(1), 9-12.

Peace Human Rights Governance: A New Academic 
Journal of the University of Padova



PHRG 1(1), March 2017

Peace Human Rights Governance: A New Academic 
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$�QHZ�DFDGHPLF�MRXUQDO�LQ�WKH�ਭHOG�RI�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�VWXGLHV��WKH�ਭUVW�LVVXH�

of Peace Human Rights Governance��3+5*��LV�RQOLQH�DQG�LQ�SULQW�IURP�0DUFK�
������ 3+5*� LV� SXEOLVKHG� WKUHH� WLPHV� D� \HDU� E\� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\� RI� 3DGRYD�
+XPDQ�5LJKWV�&HQWUH�ZLWK�3DGRYD�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��DQG�VXFFHHGV�D�SUHYLRXV�
VHULHV��3DFH�'LULࡇL�8PDQL���3HDFH�+XPDQ�5LJKWV��0DUVLOLR�3XEOLVKLQJ��9HQLFH���
ZKLFK�ZDV�ODXQFKHG�LQ������
ौHUH�LV�QR�GRXEW�WKDW�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DQG�WKH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�GLVFRXUVH�DUH�

LQFUHDVLQJO\�SHUFHLYHG�DV�D�FUXFLDO�GLPHQVLRQ�LQ�DQ\�DिHPSW�WR�WKLQN�DQG�WR�
JUDVS�WKH�OHJDO�DQG�VRFLR�SROLWLFDO�ODQGVFDSH�RI�WRGD\ۑV�DQG�WRPRUURZۑV�ZRUOG��
,QGHHG��KXPDQ�ULJKWV�SURYLGH�QRW�RQO\�D�SUHVFULSWLYH�QRUPDWLYH�PDWUL[�WR�
WDFNOH�WKH�G\QDPLFV�RI�ORFDO�DQG�JOREDO�VRFLHWLHV��EXW�DOVR�DQ�DQDO\WLFDO�IUDPH�
for current trends that can be used to create meaningful correlations among 
D�ZLGH�YDULHW\�RI�GDWDVHWV��
ौH�WHQVLRQ�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�WKH�SHUFHLYHG�ULJLGLW\�RI�WKH�OHJDO�UHFRJQLWLRQ�

RI�ULJKWV�DQG�WKH�WXPXOWXRXV�HPHUJHQFH�RI�FKDOOHQJHV�WR�WKH�JLYHQ�VHिLQJ�
urged by micro and macro phenomena and trends should be positively 
assumed and engaged as a test to measure the lasting capacity of human 
ULJKWV� SULQFLSOHV� DQG� VWDQGDUGV� WR�PHHW� UHDOLWLHV� DQG� GHPDQGV� RI� WRGD\ۑV�
FRPPXQLWLHV�� DQG� XQGHUWDNH� WKH� QHFHVVDU\� UHFRQਭJXUDWLRQV�� ौH� KXPDQ�
ULJKWV�YDOXHV�DQG�SULQFLSOHV��G\QDPLFDOO\�FDSWXUHG�LQ�WKHې�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�%LOO�
RI�+XPDQ�5LJKWVۑ��DUH�WKH�SXOVLQJ�HQJLQH�RI�D�UHVHDUFK�DJHQGD�WKDW�H[WHQGV�
LQWR� PDQ\� ਭHOGV�� ौRURXJK� DQG� ULJRURXV� UHVHDUFK� LQ� WKHVH� GRPDLQV� LV�
DOPRVW�LQHYLWDEO\�PXOWL��DQG�LQWHU�GLVFLSOLQDU\��+XPDQ�ULJKWV��LQ�WKHLU�PDQ\�
�ەJHQHUDWLRQV۔ DQG� FOXVWHUV�� DUH� LQGHHG� LQWHUGHSHQGHQW� DQG� LQWHUFRQQHFWHG�
DQG�VKRXOG�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�DQG�FRPSUHKHQVLYHO\�� WKURXJK�D�
FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VSHFLਭF�DQDO\WLFDO�DGYDQWDJHV�EURXJKW�E\�WKH�GLਬHUHQW�
GDWD� FROOHFWLRQ� DQG� SURFHVVLQJ� PHWKRGV� DQG� WKHLU� LQWHUDFWLRQ�� 0RUHRYHU��
human rights normative predicament cannot be separated from their actual 
HPEHGPHQW�LQ�WKH�YLWDO�QHHGV��OLYHV��DQG�VWUXJJOHV�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV��FRPPXQLWLHV�
DQG�SHRSOHV��$�ZRUOG�ZLGH�YLVLRQ�LV�WKXV�DVVXPHG�DV�DQDO\WLFDOO\�QHFHVVDU\��
VLQFH�WKH�FURVV�FXिLQJ�JOREDO�QDWXUH�RI�PRVW�SUREOHPV�DਬHFWLQJ�LQGLYLGXDOV�
and societies can hardly be overestimated.
3+5*�FRQVLGHUV�DQG�SURSRVHV�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DV�D�KHXULVWLF�OHQV�WR�DGGUHVV�

theoretical and empirical issues concerning both macro and micro socio-
SROLWLFDO� GLPHQVLRQV�� +XPDQ� ULJKWV� DUH� H[SHFWHG� WR� SURYLGH� D� VLJQLਭFDQW�
DQG�RULJLQDO�DQJOH�IURP�ZKLFK�WR�HਬHFWLYHO\�LQYHVWLJDWH�DQG�GLVFXVV�FUXFLDO�
LVVXHV� RI� WKH� SUHVHQW� GD\� DQG� WKH� IXWXUH��ौHVH� WKHPHV� UDQJH� IURP� inter 

alia�� ZRUOG� RUGHU� DQG� JRYHUQDQFH� LVVXHV�� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� ODZ�� SROLWLFV� DQG�
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RUJDQLVDWLRQ�� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� DQG� FRVPRSROLWDQ� GHPRFUDF\�� DQG� QDWLRQDO�
DQG� (XURSHDQ� IRUHLJQ� SROLF\�� WR� FLYLO� VRFLHW\� WUDQVQDWLRQDO� QHWZRUNLQJ��
FLW\� GLSORPDF\�� JOREDO� FLWL]HQVKLS�� SXEOLF� SROLF\�� LQWHUFXOWXUDO� GLDORJXH��
ZRPHQۑV�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�� WKH�KXPDQ�ULJKW� WR�SHDFH��FRQਮLFW� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�
DQG� FRQਮLFW� UHVROXWLRQ�� HGXFDWLRQ� SURFHVVHV�� DQG� WUDਯFNLQJ� RI� KXPDQ�
EHLQJV�� $FFRUGLQJO\�� 3+5*� FRQFHLYHV� KXPDQ� ULJKWV� UHVHDUFK� DV� DQ� HਬRUW�
ERWK� WR�PRYH� EH\RQG�ZKDW� R़HQ� UHVXOWV� DV� DQ� XOWLPDWHO\� FRQIURQWDWLRQDO�
DSSURDFK��ZKHUHE\� IXQGDPHQWDO�ULJKWV�DUH�JHQHUDOO\�UHSUHVHQWHG�DV� OLPLWV�
RU�ERXQGDULHV�WR�LQGLYLGXDO�DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DJHQF\��DQG�WR�GHYHORS�D�PRUH�
SURDFWLYH�PHWKRGRORJ\��ZLWK�D�YLHZ�WR�DQWLFLSDWH�WKH�GHEDWH�RQ�SURVSHFWLYH�
KXPDQ�ULJKWV�FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�EXLOG�WKH�FDSDELOLWLHV�WR�WDFNOH�WKHP��
7R� DGGUHVV� VXFK� RUGHU� RI� LVVXHV�� D� VFLHQWLਭF�� HYLGHQFH�EDVHG� DSSURDFK�

needs be premised on an overarching vision. Competing narratives have 
tried to interpret the trans- and supra-national dimensions of contemporary 
SROLWLFV��XQGHUSLQQLQJ�D�SUROLIHUDWLRQ�RI�JOREDO�VWXGLHV�OLWHUDWXUH��)URP�OLEHUDO�
FRVPRSROLWDQLVP�WR�DQWL�OLEHUDO�DSSURDFKHV�EDVHG�RQ�VXERUGLQDWH�DQWDJRQLVP��
all sorts of theories have been developed. A concept and a vision that still 
QXUWXUHV�XQLYHUVDO�DQG�ZRUOG�ZLGH�YDOXHV���EH\RQG�DQ\�F\QLFDO�VFHSWLFLVPV�
DQG�GLVLOOXVLRQV�DERXW�WKH�JUDQG�:RUOG�2UGHU�GHVLJQV���LV�SHDFH��3HDFH��DV�D�
QRUPDWLYH�DQG�HPSLULFDO�SUHGLFDPHQW��KDV�EHHQ�FKRVHQ�WR�FRPSOHPHQW�WKH�
IXQGDPHQWDO�UHIHUHQFH�WR�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�LQ�IUDPLQJ�WKH�WLWOH�RI�WKLV�MRXUQDO��
DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�WHUPۋ��HYHQ�WKRXJK�FRQWHVWHG�DQG�KLJKO\�FRQWURYHUVLDOۋ��RI�
JRYHUQDQFH��ौH�XVH�RI� WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�JRYHUQDQFH�VXJJHVWV� WKDW�D�FHUWDLQ�
GHJUHH�RI� �ۑ\VRFLDO�UHVSRQVLELOLWې LV�DFFHSWHG�DV�D�QDWXUDO�FRPSRQHQW�RI� WKH�
VFLHQWLਭF� UHVHDUFK�� $� TXDQWXP� RI� HQWDQJOHPHQW� ZLWK� WKH� WRXJK� ZRUN� RI�
KDQGOLQJ�WKH�SRZHU�LV�D�SULFH�ZRUWK�SD\LQJ�LI�VRFLDO�UHVHDUFK�LV�WR�NHHS�ZLWK�
WKH� HWKLFDO� FRPPLWPHQW� WR� UHDOLVLQJ� KXPDQ� ULJKWV��ौH� DVVXPSWLRQ� IURP�
ZKLFK� WKLV� MRXUQDO� RULJLQDWHV� LV� WKDW� LQ� WKH� JOREDOLVHG� ZRUOG�� PXOWL�OHYHO�
JRYHUQDQFH�LV�WKH�QDWXUDO�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�IUDPHZRUN�IRU�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�D�
ZRUOG�RUGHU�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�SULQFLSOH�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�ZKLFKې��WKH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�
WKH�LQKHUHQW�GLJQLW\�DQG�RI�WKH�HTXDO�DQG�LQDOLHQDEOH�ULJKWV�RI�DOO�PHPEHUV�
RI�WKH�KXPDQ�IDPLO\�LV�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�IUHHGRP��MXVWLFH�DQG�SHDFH�LQ�WKH�
ZRUOGۑ�DV�VHW�IRUWK�LQ�WKH�8QLYHUVDO�'HFODUDWLRQ�RI�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�
3HDFH�� LQ� LWVHOI�� LV� D� IXQGDPHQWDO� KXPDQ� ULJKW�� UHFRJQLVHG� LPSOLFLWO\� LQ�

DUW�� ��� RI� WKH�8QLYHUVDO�'HFODUDWLRQ�� DQG� H[SOLFLWO\� LQ� WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�
'HFODUDWLRQ�DGRSWHG�E\�WKH�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\�RQ���th�'HFHPEHU�������ौH�
University of Padova Human Rights Centre believes that it is part of its 
��WR�HQFRXUDJH��DOVR�WKURXJK�WKLV�-RXUQDO��WKH�FRQWLQXHGۑ\VRFLDO�UHVSRQVLELOLWې
DिHQWLRQ� IRU� WKH� IROORZ�XSV� WR� DQ� LQVWUXPHQW� WKDW� LQWULQVLFDOO\� UHLWHUDWHV�
universal values and principles. 
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ौH� RUGHU� RI� SHDFH� IRXQGHG� RQ� KXPDQ� ULJKWV�� DOVR� E\� UHDVRQ� RI� WKH�
FRQQDWXUDO�SULQFLSOH�RI�VXEVLGLDULW\��HYRNHV�WKH�WKHPH�RI�WKH�GHPRFUDWLVDWLRQ�
RI�WKH�SURFHVVHV�DQG�RI�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQV�RI�JRYHUQDQFH�DW�YDULRXV�OHYHOV��IURP�
WKH�FLW\� WR� WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV� LQ� WKH�ERUGHUOHVV�VSDFH� WKDW�EHORQJV� WR� WKH�
SDUDGLJP�RI�KXPDQ�ULJKWV��DV�LW�LV�VHW�IRUWK�LQ�DUW����RI�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�
'HFODUDWLRQ� RQ� WKH� 5LJKW� DQG� 5HVSRQVLELOLW\� RI� ,QGLYLGXDOV�� *URXSV� DQG�
Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognised Human 
5LJKWV� DQG� )XQGDPHQWDO� )UHHGRPV� RI� 'HFHPEHU� ������ �YHU\RQH)ې KDV� WKH�
ULJKW��LQGLYLGXDOO\�DQG�LQ�DVVRFLDWLRQ�ZLWK�RWKHUV��WR�SURPRWH�DQG�WR�VWULYH�
for the protection and realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms 
DW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�OHYHOVۑ�
ौH�QHHG� IRU�PRUH� OHJLWLPDWLRQ�RI� WKH�RUJDQV�DQG�PRUH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� LQ�

GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�SURFHVVHV� LQ�WKH�DIRUH�VSHFLਭHG�VSDFH��DOVR�RਬHULQJ�PRUH�
UROH� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� WR� QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO� RUJDQLVDWLRQV�� LV� D� WKHPDWLF� DUHD�
WKDW�FRQWULEXWHV� WR�TXDOLI\LQJ� WKH�DFWLRQ��DQG�SROLF\�RULHQWHG�DSSURDFK�RI�
3+5*�
ौH�ODZ�RI�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�LV�D�/DZ�WKDW�KDV�DQ�LQWULQVLF�UHVLVWDQFH�IRUFH�WR�

YLRODWLRQV��6XFK�IRUFH�LV�SULPDULO\�RZHG�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW��ZLWK�OHJDO�UHFRJQLWLRQ��
principles of genuinely humane ethics have been inoculated in the hearth of 
WKH�JHQHUDO�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�RUGHU��EHJLQQLQJ�LWV�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ��IURP�DQ�RUGHU�
DLPHG�DW�GLVFLSOLQLQJ�H[FOXVLYHO\�WKH�UHODWLRQV�DPRQJ�DQG�IRU�6WDWHV� WR�DQ�
RUGHU�WKDW��DOWKRXJK�IRUPDOO\�HVWDEOLVKHG�E\�6WDWHV�DQG�HQWDLOLQJ�SULPDULO\�
REOLJDWLRQV�IRU�WKHP��VDQFWLਭHV�WKH�RULJLQDO�VXEMHFWLYLW\�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�EHLQJ��
LV�IRU�HYHU\RQHۑV�OLIH��DQG�LV�IRU�SHDFH�DPRQJ�WKH�FRPPXQLWLHV�ZKHUH�SHUVRQV�
and peoples organise and live their everyday lives.
ौLV�DXWKHQWLFDOO\�XQLYHUVDO�ius�LV�SRVLWLYH�ODZ��ius positum��ERWK�EHFDXVH�

VXFK� LV� WKH� YLHZSRLQW� RI� LWV� IRUPDO� DHWLRORJ\�� DQG� EHFDXVH� LW� LV� HQGRZHG�
ZLWK� VLJQLਭFDQW�� WKRXJK� VWLOO� LPSHUIHFW�� PHFKDQLVPV� RI� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�
DQG�JXDUDQWHH�DQG��DERYH�DOO��LW�ਭQGV�GLUHFW�UHVRQDQFH�LQ�WKH�GHHS�IHHOLQJ�RI�
FRPPRQ�SHRSOH�HYHU\ZKHUH��
� ,Q� FRQFOXVLRQ�� 3+5*� DLPV� WR� RਬHU� D� KROLVWLF� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� NH\� ZLWK�

UHJDUGV� WR� D� SURFHVV� RI� ZRUOG�ZLGH� OHJDO� SRVLWLYLVDWLRQ�� ZKLFK� RSHUDWHV�
ZLWK�PRGDOLWLHV� WKDW�FDQ�EH�HTXDWHG� WR� WKRVH�RI� WKH�EDNHU
V�\HDVW��:H�DUH�
LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�D�G\QDPLF�UHDOLW\�WKDW� LV�FKDUDFWHULVHG�E\�WKH�IDFW�WKDW��
IROORZLQJ�SUHFHSWV�RI�XQLYHUVDO�HWKLFV��ZKHQ�RQH�JRDO�LV�DFKLHYHG��DQRWKHU�
JRDO� LPPHGLDWHO\� WDNHV� LWV�SODFH��RQFH�D�KRUL]RQ� LV�GLVFORVHG��DQRWKHU�RQH�
RSHQV�XS�� LQ�WKH�FRQVWDQW�WHQVLRQ�WR�SDVVLQJ�DQG�HQKDQFLQJ�ODZV��SROLFLHV�
DQG�UHODWLRQV��3+5*�LV�FRPPLिHG�WR�FDSWXUH�WKLV�ZKROH�G\QDPLF�IUDPH�RI�
DQDO\VLV�LQ�DOO�LWV�YDULRXV�UDPLਭFDWLRQV�DQG�DOVR�FRQWUDGLFWLRQV��,Q�VR�GRLQJ��
LW�DLPV�WR�FRQWULEXWH�E\�H[SORULQJ�WKH�FRPSOH[LWLHV�DQG�RSHQ�GLOHPPDV�OH �़
by the need to produce an increasingly solid multi- and inter-disciplinary 
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VFKRODUVKLS�RQ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DQG� WR�PDNH� WKH�RXWFRPHV�RI� VXFK�KHXULVWLF�
HਬRUW�SHUPHDWH�WKH�PXOWLSOH�OHYHOV�RI�SHDFH�DQG�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�JRYHUQDQFH�

H�([HFXWLYH�(GLWRUVࡋ


