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Abstract

In the absence of effective international mechanisms to uphold the right to peace,
access to accurate information becomes a critical bottom-up peacebuilding
strategy. This paper examines how communities in the Kurdistan Region of
Iraq navigate the convergence of historical trauma with ongoing insecurity and
mis/disinformation surrounding chemical weapon (CW) threats. The legacy of
CW use - particularly the 1988 Halabja massacre — continues to shape Kurdish
collective memory and risk perception, while more recent concerns linked to
Islamic State reinforce persistent uncertainty. These dynamics are compounded
by a fragmented and politicised media landscape marked by uneven regulation.
Drawing on qualitative interviews with journalists, educators, and civil society
actors, this study employs thematic analysis alongside discourse and narrative
analysis. It examines how information is produced, perceived and, importantly,
utilised. The findings show that CW-related memories function simultaneously
as trauma and resilience, shaping identity and motivating civic engagement.
Participants reported widespread mistrust in local media and emphasised the
need for stronger informal verification practices and critical media literacy
during crises. They also described emerging initiatives that integrate peace
education and participatory knowledge production aimed at countering
information disorder and strengthening social cohesion.

Building on critical peace education and epistemic justice frameworks, this
paper argues that access to truthful, contextually grounded information
can operate as both a protective resource and a form of civic resistance. It
conceptualises information as peace infrastructure that enables human security
in contexts of institutional fragility. The paper concludes by proposing a
range of recommendations to strengthen informational resilience and support
sustainable grassroots peacebuilding.

Keywords: chemical weapons, peace education, misinformation, resilience,
Kurdistan, genocide.
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1. Introduction

In recent years, allegations of chemical attacks have repeatedly surfaced
in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI), arguably turning information into a
weapon. Across multiple incidents, Kurdish media outlets accused Tiirkiye
of deploying chemical agents against Kurdish fighters (Glynn 2022). These
allegations were denied by Ankara (Reuters 2022), but amplified through
Kurdish networks and international advocacy groups (Dri 2022). For
Turkiye, such denials serve to reaffirm its legitimacy as a state operating
within international law, defending both its armed forces and diplomatic
standing. For Kurdish communities, by contrast, the circulation of these
claims functions as a call for justice and recognition — a way to expose
enduring vulnerability and demand international accountability.

In this asymmetrical information struggle, truth itself becomes a casualty.
Different claims are leveraged by different actors for strategic advantage, and
the factual accuracy of events grows increasingly difficult to establish. The
result is a fractured information landscape in which rumours, trauma, and
political interests intertwine. This deepens mistrust and obscures avenues
to accountability.! Crucially, Kurdistan’s lack of international recognition
means that official bodies such as the Organisation for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) have no mandate to conduct independent
investigations, leaving local populations trapped in uncertainty between
speculation and silence.

However, in this paper we seek to flip the script — by positioning
information not as a source of division or manipulation, but as a potential
resource for civic agency. We argue that, in contexts where formal
mechanisms of protection and accountability remain limited or inaccessible,
access to credible information can help communities navigate competing
claims and resist confusion. For Kurdish communities historically unable to
rely fully on either state institutions or international mechanisms following
chemical violence, such bottom-up communication practices are becoming
increasingly powerful.

Consequently, the guiding research question of this paper is: how can access
to accurate information function as a form of grassroots peace? infrastructure

! In this paper, accountability extends beyond legal or political answerability; it refers to
the capacity to maintain evidence-based responsibility by distinguishing incomplete and
manipulated accounts, and by transparently justifying actions and decisions while accepting
responsibility for them and their consequences.

2 Peace is a sustained condition in which violence is absent or unlikely to recur, enabling
people to live freely, safely and securely with dignity and respect. This should also mean
that political competition and regional tensions are managed without brutality, and that
everyday life can proceed without coercion.
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for marginalised Kurdish communities facing chemical weapon (CW)
information disorder?® To address this question, we examine how trauma
and mistrust in formal institutions shape community responses to inaccurate
information and public risk communication in the KRI, particularly in the
context of repeated chemical attacks. We begin by outlining relevant political
context, including the legacy of the 1988 Halabja massacre, recurring fears of
chemical threats during the conflict with Islamic State (IS), and the Kurdistan
Region’s semi-autonomous status in combination with its constrained media
environment.

Building on this context, we argue that reliable and locally grounded
information can help sustain conditions necessary for peace by strengthening
chemical security,* human security® and resilience.® We therefore approach
information not only as a communication issue, but as a human rights
concern connected to the right to truth and the broader right of peoples to
peace (UNESCO 2026). Our analysis draws on peace education scholarship -
particularlyapproachesthatunderstandthisasaparticipatoryand community-
driven process through which people can challenge hegemonic narratives,
resisting manipulation and strengthening civic agency. Accordingly, this
paper contributes to human rights scholarship by conceptualising access
to truthful information as a practical form of grassroots peacebuilding in
contexts where official international accountability mechanisms remain
beyond meaningful reach.

Morebroadly, we argue thatinformationliteracy hasbecome anincreasingly
important dimension of peace and security in digitally mediated conflict
environments, where access to — or lack of — verified information shapes
how communities experience and respond to chemical attacks. Drawing on

3 Misinformation is false information shared without intent to deceive, whereas
disinformation is deliberately false information spread to mislead or cause harm.
Malinformation refers to accurate information used in harmful ways, such as through
decontextualisation or selective disclosure. Together these can be described as information
disorder.

* Chemical security entails an integrated set of preventive, protective, and response
measures aimed at reducing risks from hazardous chemicals — including their theft,
diversion, sabotage, or deliberate release. This also includes information that could enable
or amplify such harms or undermine mitigation and emergency response.

> Human security refers to protection from threats that undermine life, dignity, and
wellbeing, including freedom from fear and freedom from want. It also encompasses
conditions that enable meaningful participation in social and political life, such as the
capacity of individuals to navigate and critically evaluate information.

¢ Resilience refers to the ability to anticipate, adapt to, and recover from insecurity and
disruption while maintaining social cohesion and collective agency. In this paper specifically,
it refers to the skills to prepare for, detect, and respond to chemical threats or attacks,
recover from their effects, communicate reliable information, support evidence collection,
and preserve relevant records.
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qualitative interviews, we examine how community initiatives in the KRI
seek to address informational insecurity and rebuild social trust. In doing
so, this paper highlights the tension between international neglect and local
agency, showing how grassroots practices of information production and
interpretation can support peacebuilding and resilience.

2. Historical and Political Context: Chemical Weapons
and the Right to Peace in Kurdistan

2.1 Historical Trauma and Political Marginalisation

Many Kurds have now endured over a century of systemic oppression
and displacement. Denied a nation-state and repeatedly subjected to state-
led violence, Kurdish communities have faced genocide and mass killings,
as well as suppression of basic political rights and aspirations for self-
determination. Attempts to address these injustices — through negotiation
or armed resistance — have been consistently undermined by governmental
intransigence and mistrust (Lortz 2005; Rogg and Rimscha 2007; Tomas and
Villellas 2009; Hama 2017; Washington Kurdish Institute 2025).

Within this historical trajectory, chemical attacks constitute particularly
significant trauma. During the final phase of the Iran-Iraq War, the Anfal
campaigns (23 February-6 September 1988) destroyed as many as 3,000
villages and killed an estimated 150,000-180,000 people (Trahan 2008).
The devastating chemical assault on Halabja on 16 March 1988 stands
out especially, profoundly shaping Kurdish collective memory (Kirmanj
and Rafaat 2021). Awareness of Halabja influences not only local threat
perceptions but also broader societal attitudes toward reconciliation and
justice. When IS militants deployed chlorine gas decades later, these prior
experiences reactivated both physical and psychological trauma, reinforcing
the perception that international guarantees of ‘never again’ have historically
failed to protect Kurdish communities (Stein 2018).

Notably, CW represent a distinctive form of violence. Unlike many
conventional weapons, such as firearms, they are often difficult to
immediately detect or verify. Some agents may be invisible, while others
produce effects that resemble illness or environmental contamination.
Understanding the risks and appropriate forms of protection usually requires
specialised scientific and medical knowledge that many civilians do not
possess, particularly if they have not been exposed to targeted education or
awareness programmes. This uncertainty creates vulnerabilities that extend
beyond physical harm.
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However, in the absence of a sovereign nation-state, formal institutions
have been largely unable to document chemical attacks against Kurdish
communities — or support preservation of knowledge and build future
resilience. As a result, oral histories and generational ‘post-memory’ have
become central to preserving the past and shaping collective understanding.
Although experiences of violence and displacement differ across regions,
and the transmission and negotiation of these memories is complex — shaped
by how different actors remember, interpret, and mobilise traumatic events -
they converge around a shared sense of vulnerability and a legacy of human
rights violations (Karim and Baser 2023; Muhammad et al. 2022).

2.2 Failures of International Protection and Legal Accountability

Despite the existence of extensive international legal frameworks -
from the Strasbourg Agreement of 1675 and the Geneva Protocol of 1925
to the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) of 1997 - enforcement has
historically relied on the political will of states. Stateless populations like
the Kurds, situated between competing sovereign jurisdictions, remain
largely beyond the protective reach of these mechanisms. The Chemical
Weapons Convention, which entered into force on 29 April 1997, represents
the most comprehensive global treaty regulating CW (Bajgar et al. 2009).
Complementing this, UN Security Council Resolution 1540 (28 April 2004)
urges states to prohibit non-state actors from acquiring, producing, or using
weapons of mass destruction — while mandating domestic enforcement
measures, including border control and accounting. Yet, these measures
remain primarily declarative in the absence of effective oversight and
consistent implementation.

The discourse surrounding the right of peoples to peace, first articulated
in the UN General Assembly Resolution 39/11 in 1984 and reaffirmed
through the UN Declaration on the Right to Peace in 2016, illustrates the
gap between normative recognition and practical enforceability. Within
human rights scholarship, this right is increasingly understood not merely
as the absence of armed conflict, but as the presence of conditions enabling
human dignity, security, participation, and the meaningful exercise of other
fundamental freedoms (Alston 1982; Evans 2012; Hassan 2024). However,
its implementation likewise remains heavily dependent on state institutions
and international cooperation. This produces a structural paradox in
international law: while many human rights frameworks rely on states for
enforcement, those most affected by violence and exclusion - particularly
stateless or politically marginalised populations - are often least able to
access these protections (Arendt 1973; Blitz 2009).
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These structural limitations intersect with a related but distinct strand of
human rights scholarship in transitional justice contexts, concerned with
the ‘right to truth’. Emerging from struggles over enforced disappearances
and mass atrocities, this right affirms the entitlement of victims and affected
communities to access accurate information about past violence and historical
injustice (Naqvi 2006; Bakiner 2015). Rather than functioning solely as a
mechanism of legal accountability, truth-telling is a practice that supports
recognition, and it can contribute to longer-term processes of social repair
and non-recurrence (Hassan 2024). In contexts like the KRI, where official
investigations are absent or denied, access to credible information becomes
an important avenue through which claims to justice can be articulated.

2.3 From Epistemic Vulnerability to Grassroots Infrastructures
of Agency

The KRI enjoys relatively greater media openness than the Republic of
Iraq, yet its semi-autonomous status has produced a fragmented information
ecosystem shaped by party loyalties and weak institutional safeguards
(Winthrop 2022; Homan et al. 2025). This unique landscape leaves Kurdish
communities particularly susceptible to CW information disorder.

Many Iraqi Kurdish journalists enter the profession without formal
academic training in journalism and ethics, while the absence of
comprehensive media legislation and robust privacy protections complicates
the regulatory environment. Although Press Law No. 35 of 2007 improved
upon the restrictive Publication Law No. 10 of 1993 by removing direct
censorship for periodicals, it primarily governs print media and does not
adequately address convergent digital platforms such as audio, visual, and
web-based journalism (Aivas 2017). What is more, entrenched distrust
present in societies with histories of betrayal and marginalisation can
simultaneously result in both heightened scepticism toward authoritative
sources and greater susceptibility to inaccurate information (Amazeen et al.
2024).

This informational asymmetry deepens existing insecurity. It is part of
a wider context of institutional neglect that has left Kurdish communities
exposed to recurrent threats to life and rights. In response, local actors have
developed their own practices to preserve collective memory and strengthen
community resilience. These include documentation initiatives and public
commemorations, with advocacy campaigns that record attacks and transmit
knowledge to future generations (Mlodoch 2012; Majid 2023; Karim and
Baser 2023). Such practices underline how access to credible communication
is essential for civic engagement and peacebuilding — challenging political
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erasure and reaffirming the community’s right to security (Ag 2023; Ventura
2022).

Through participation in these locally grounded practices, Kurds have
been able to strengthen social cohesion and build solidarity despite the
historical limitations of formal protection mechanisms. Engagement with
history and justice has become a form of resilience — with communities
mobilising knowledge, anticipating potential threats and developing informal
infrastructures of protection. Everyday practices of information-sharing
and knowledge production thus have the potential to function as forms of
empowerment, reinforcing collective capacity to respond to uncertainty.

3. Literature Review: from Formal to Informal Peace
Education

3.1 Foundations of Peace Education in Conflict Affected
Contexts

Peace education encompasses pedagogical efforts aimed at promoting
understanding, tolerance, and conflict transformation — while also reorienting
how learners understand violence, justice, and responsibility (Ardizzone
2001). It emerges from the broader peace movement, alongside human
rights education and development education, which link civic imperatives
to pedagogical practice and position education as a key site for advancing
rights and dignity (Suarez and Ramirez 2007). Early approaches to peace
education focused on ethical reasoning, moral development, empathy, and
the cultivation of peaceful values and relationships (Page 2008). While these
foundations remain important, formal educational institutions can struggle
to address historical trauma or provide space for critical reflection — for
instance, in contexts where curricula are shaped by political constraints and
discriminatory histories.

Notably, a distinction between ‘post-conflict’ and ‘conflict-affected’ is
necessary here, as many settings continue to be marked by unresolved
tensions (Mac Ginty 2010; Autesserre 2014). Contexts such as Bosnia, Rwanda,
and Northern Ireland demonstrate that while educational reform has at
times supported reconciliation and coexistence, it may also be influenced
by contested histories and widespread mistrust of formal institutions
(Zembylas 2007). In this regard, peace education can either perpetuate
trauma, through silencing or selective representation of narratives — or
foster healing and resilience, through critical engagement with the past
(Bentrovato, Korostelina, and Schulze 2016). What is included or excluded
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from curricula is not neutral, but politically determined - shaping collective
memory and identity formation, and thereby the boundaries of legitimate
knowledge. The same is true for Kurdistan, where educational processes
are also impacted by the inclusion and exclusion of competing narratives
(Shanks 2017; Darweish and Mohammed 2018). In conflict-affected contexts,
peace educators therefore need to examine how knowledge is authorised
and institutionalised.

3.2 Critical and Emancipatory Approaches in Marginalised
Communities

Critical and emancipatory approaches to peace education reframe learning
as a socially situated and participatory process. Drawing on the ‘pedagogy
of the oppressed’ (Freire 1970), these approaches position learners as active
participants in the production of meaning rather than passive recipients
of formal curricula (Freire, Freire and Barr 2014; Kirylo 2020). Knowledge
production in this tradition is grounded in dialogue, reflection, and lived
experience. Learning becomes a practice through which individuals and
communities analyse power relations; they learn to identify different forms
of injustice, and develop the capacity to act upon them (Johnson 2005;
Mulvey, Hope and Vezzali 2023). Rather than treating education as separate
from social life, as something that is institutionally bounded or confined to
schools, these approaches embed it within everyday relations as a distributed
and community-embedded practice. This enables the development of critical
awareness through informal forms of knowledge transmission (Ozlem
Belcim 2015; Datzberger 2017; Zembylas 2025).

In Bakuré Kurdistané (the Kurdish region of Tirkiye), for example,
collaborative learning practices, storytelling, and student-led knowledge
production have been used to challenge authoritarian educational structures
and generate critical consciousness (Kurt 2024). Similar initiatives based
on participatory curriculum design and peer feedback demonstrate how
educational processes can be reconfigured through collective agency,
fostering resilience and relational forms of learning (Gill 2025; Sheremeti
2025). Consequently, universities in the KRI, such as the University of Duhok,
have implemented peace and conflict resolution programmes that emphasise
dialogue and mediation skills through participatory learning (University of
Duhok 2022; Mohammed 2025). These aim to strengthen capacity for conflict
transformation — with learning as a joint practice of meaning-making in
which communities actively question dominant narratives and generate
alternative forms of knowledge.
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3.3 Information Literacy and Epistemic Justice

In contexts shaped by conflict and contestation, knowledge itself is a site
of struggle — where what counts as evidence is unevenly distributed and
politically mediated. The concept of epistemic justice captures the structural
harm that arises when marginalised groups are denied credibility or the
authority to interpret and speak about their own experiences (Medina 2017;
Samarzija and Cerovac 2021). Such exclusions occur not only through overt
censorship but also through more subtle hierarchies that determine whose
knowledge is recognised and whose perspectives are treated as legitimate.
These dynamics intersect with transitional justice concerns, where disputes
over truth and accountability shape how societies understand violence. There,
the misrepresentation or dismissal of attacks becomes part of the conditions
through which injustice persists (Naqvi 2006; Bakiner 2015; Hassan 2024).

For Kurdish communities, these epistemic dynamics are historically
embedded. The partial denial and delayed recognition of the Anfal genocide
(Hiltermann 2008; Kfir 2022), the political instrumentalisation and contested
remembrance of Halabja (Karim and Baser 2023), and competing narratives
surrounding IS-era chemical attacks shaped by insecurity and media
fragmentation (Strack 2017; Homan, Omar and Desurmont 2025) all expose
enduring debates over violence and its interpretation. These processes do
not only obscure accountability but also shape present-day conditions of
trust and security (Ferman 2025). Within this context, peace education
necessarily includes the development of information literacy and resilience
to information disorder - enabling communities to critically assess sources
(Natea 2023). Access to credible and contextually grounded information thus
becomes both an educational resource and a condition for epistemic repair,
allowing truth to be determined in situations where knowledge has been
restricted.

3.4 Extending Peace Education Beyond Formal and Informal
Divides

Based on the above, peace education in Kurdistan must be understood
as a distributed epistemic system that extends beyond formal curricula. It
encompasses informational, mnemonic, and community-based knowledge
practices through which peace is actively negotiated and sustained.
Peacebuilding scholarship is increasingly emphasising multi-level practices
that operate across institutional and non-institutional spaces (Clements
and Lee 2020), with knowledge production embedded throughout networks
of families, educators, civil society actors, and community organisations
(Morales et al. 2025). Furthermore, while new information and communication
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technologies can intensify struggles over narrative control and expose
marginalised actors to manipulation, they can also expand communicative
access and enable participation in wider meaning-making processes (Tellidis
and Kappler 2015).

Accordingly, epistemic recognition and grassroots knowledge practices
— including the capacity of communities to produce, preserve, and contest
knowledge about chemical attacks — play a central role in peacebuilding in
Kurdistan (Mlodoch 2012; Majid 2023). Oral testimony and participatory
knowledge-sharing function simultaneously as practices of remembrance
and as forms of civic engagement and resilience (Sedikides and Green 2009;
Eccarius-Kelly 2015). For example, efforts to preserve survivor accounts
constitute an effective non-violent strategy for navigating insecurity and
contested authority (Kurdistan Memory Programme 2026; Corbett 2011;
Mayersen 2020; Coskan and Sen 2023). These practices illustrate how
knowledge production itself becomes an expression of agency — with peace
not only a condition of security but also an outcome of ongoing struggles
over interpretation and credibility.

Recent Kurdish and decolonial scholarship demonstrates how such
efforts challenge entrenched knowledge hierarchies and evoke ‘epistemic
disobedience’ (Kurt and Ozok-Giindogan 2024; Kurt 2024). Combined
with participatory educational methods such as storytelling and collective
imagination (Askari 2017; Askari 2023), these approaches extend peace
education beyond pedagogical intervention and enable alternative social
and political imaginaries to emerge (Pohlhaus 2020; University of Kurdistan
Hewlér 2023). Thus, by linking critical peace education with information
literacy and epistemic justice, we can reclaim authority over knowledge
production and create conditions in which accountability and resilience are
produced from the ground up (Andersson 2021; Bajaj 2015).

4. Methodology and research design

4.1 Interview Approach: Qualitative and Participatory
Knowledge Production

This study employs a small set of novel interviews to capture how
individuals in Kurdistan articulate the informational and communicative
dimensions of resilience in the face of chemical attacks. We selected
this approach over a larger, quantitative survey because understanding
peacebuilding dynamics requires qualitative insight (see Omeje 2020).
By allowing participants to describe in their own words how knowledge
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circulates within their communities, interviews make visible the grassroots
practices that encourage social cohesion. As research on peace education and
local peacebuilding has shown, qualitative approaches are uniquely capable
of uncovering how communities negotiate everyday information practices
that underpin collective resilience (Marzoghi, R. et al. 2017; Justino, Mitchell
and Miller 2018). Beyond their relevance to peacebuilding, qualitative
methods also deepen understanding of resilience as a contextually embedded
process, highlighting the locally defined protective practices and interpretive
frameworks through which people respond to disruptions and threats
(Ungar 2003; Zel¢ane, and Pipere 2023). This aligns with participatory peace
research approaches, that co-produce knowledge with affected communities
(Cremin 2016; Knott et al. 2022).

4.2 Analytical Approach: Integrated Thematic, Discourse, and
Narrative Analysis

Our analytical approach combined inductive thematic analysis with
discourse and narrative analysis within a single integrated interpretive
framework, informed by critical realist and epistemic justice perspectives
(Oliphant 2021; Hanna 2024; Reibold 2024). Rather than treating these as
separate analytical phases or applying them to different subsets of interview
questions, all three approaches were applied iteratively to the same dataset.
This allowed us to systematically examine not only what participants
said, but also how meanings were constructed and positioned across their
accounts.

We deployed thematic analysis as the primary organising layer. We
began with preliminary coding of the full interview dataset, involving
familiarisation with transcripts and determination of possible themes
grounded in participants’ accounts (Humble and Mozelius 2022). This stage
identified recurrent patterns relating to experiences of chemical attacks,
collective memory, information practices, coping strategies, and community
responses to information disorder and uncertainty. It also captured cross-
cutting themes such as intergenerational trauma, mistrust in formal
institutions, civil society knowledge production, and education as resilience-
building. Importantly, this thematic coding was not treated as an endpoint
but as a scaffolding device for deeper interpretive analysis.

Once initial themes were established, discourse and narrative analysis
were applied within and across thematic categories where possible and
relevant to refine interpretation. Discourse analysis was used to examine
how participants constructed credibility and epistemic trust within their
accounts. This included attention to how responsibility and blame were
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distributed, how institutional actors were positioned, and how participants
legitimised or questioned different information sources (De Fina and
Johnstone 2015; Ochoa, Gadinger, and Yildiz 2021). This analysis revealed
how particular themes - such as mistrust, verification practices, and civil
society roles — were rhetorically constructed and socially situated. Alongside
this, we also deployed narrative analysis to examine how meaning was made
through storytelling structure, and how participants organised experiences
temporally and morally. This included attention to the use of generational
framing, and how collective memory of chemical attacks was narrated as
both historical continuity and present-day identity formation (Abell, Stokoe
and Billig 2000).

Triangulation at the interpretive level involved moving between thematic
patterns, discursive constructions, and narrative forms to ensure analytical
depth. In practice, this meant that a single response might first be coded
thematically (e.g. mistrust in media), then examined discursively (e.g. how
trust is assigned to international outlets versus local actors), and finally
interpreted narratively (e.g. how mistrust is embedded in a longer saga
of repeated institutional failure and historical trauma). This integrated
framework draws from critical discourse and narrative scholarship that
emphasises storytelling and discourse as active sites of meaning-making and
political positioning, rather than neutral reflections of experience (French
2009; Filutowska 2022; Filutowska 2023).

Finally, our approach was supported by repeated reflection. Coding and
interpretation were continuously discussed to ensure consistency while
maintaining sensitivity to context and meaning. Given the interpretive
nature of thematic, discourse, and narrative analyses, researcher subjectivity
is an inherent feature of the analytic process and must be explicitly
acknowledged here. Findings should therefore be understood as situated
and partial, reflecting the perspectives of participants who chose to engage
in the study. For example, other studies have assigned less significance
to historical trauma and fear of future genocide (Muhammad et al. 2024).
With that said, the research team’s composition (a Kurdish and an external
researcher) helpfully positions us within a dynamic of partial insider and
outsider perspectives. This positionality enriches analysis by combining
contextual and linguistic familiarity with critical distance, and surfaces
awareness of privilege related to power and voice. Moreover, collaboration
with local partners and engagement with participants as interpretive agents
were central to mitigating extractive tendencies and ensuring that this work
contributes to knowledge with communities rather than merely about them.
In this sense, we treated reflexivity not as a limitation but as an ethical
practice integral to peacebuilding research.
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5. Findings

We interviewed a dozen people active in media and journalism, Non-
Governmental Organisations (NGOs), and educational institutions ranging
from elementary schools to universities.” Their ages ranged between 25
and 55, all held at least a BA degree in their field, and they were based in
Sulaymaniyah and Erbil (predominantly urban centres), Duhok (a city with
surrounding semi-rural and mountainous areas), and Kirkuk (a diverse
governorate comprising urban districts and extensive rural/peri-urban
communities). All interviews took place in Sorani Kurdish, and about one-
third of participants were female.

Participants were selected because these sectors occupy key positions
in the production, mediation, and dissemination of public knowledge in
the KRI Journalists shape public narratives around security and historical
memory; NGO practitioners are often directly involved in community
resilience initiatives, including human rights advocacy and informal
educational activities; and educators play a crucial role in shaping long-term
civic understanding and critical media literacy. Their perspectives provide
insight into how communities negotiate contested information and develop
bottom-up strategies for epistemic resilience.

5.1 Historical Memory and Collective Trauma

The people we spoke to repeatedly emphasised that the history of chemical
attacks continues to shape Kurdish identity and the way people perceive
both security and peace. For many, these events are “not just stories from
history — they are part of our daily identity” One respondent explained
that “every family in the region has someone who was affected, and this
collective trauma has shaped who we are as a people” This reflects how
identity and security are tightly interwoven through shared historical
experience. Another noted that “even today, when people hear news about
chemical threats or war, old fears come back quickly”

This collective memory instils both caution and a yearning for stability.
As one educator put it, “The memory of Halabja makes us value safety
and peace more than anything, but it also makes us cautious, sometimes
even distrustful because we have seen how fragile security can be” Others
described how remembrance has become a source of strength and purpose:

7 We followed the King’s College London ethical clearance ‘Minimal Risk Registration’
process. Participants were identified through our professional networks, partnerships, and
community contacts — and invited via email/secure messaging platforms or in-person. An
information sheet and consent form were provided before participation, including details on
UK General Data Protection Regulation.
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“The legacy of Halabja and the IS period inspires many Kurds to work for
peace” Museums, memorials, and survivor testimonies were seen as crucial
in keeping this awareness alive. One participant reflected that the trauma
“created a generational sense of loss, yet also a profound drive toward
resilience and self-determination.”

Even younger generations who did not live through these events “have
inherited this trauma through their families and communities,” carrying both
pain and pride. This was consistently narrated as a communal continuity of
memory, in which chemical attacks are positioned not as bounded historical
events but as part of an ongoing collective life story shaping present-day
identity.

5.2 Information Literacy, Media Trust, and Critical Thinking

When asked how they decide what information to trust — especially
when news or rumours about chemical threats emerge - participants
stressed verification through credible, official channels rather than partisan
or unverified social media. Many expressed frustration at local media’s
politicisation and lack of professionalism. One participant said “most
journalists in Kurdistan are not qualified enough,” and another observed that
many outlets “represent political parties’ interests” or “use threats to make
themselves more viral or famous.” Local media were therefore frequently
positioned as platforms where information is not treated as neutral but
as embedded in competing affiliations. Some participants said they turn
instead to international outlets such as the Associated Press, BBC, or CNN for
confirmation.

Respondents recalled how misinformation spreads rapidly in times of
fear. One cited rumours about an “atomic bomb” during the 2025 Iran-Israel
conflict, while others mentioned confusion around alleged PKK (Partiya
Karkerén Kurdistané, The Kurdistan Workers’ Party) chemical attacks in 2022
or IS assaults on Peshmerga (internal security forces of the KRI) in 2014.
Community networks and social media were seen as double-edged: they
could amplify falsehoods but also serve as spaces for collective fact-checking
when users applied critical scrutiny. As one person reflected, “When I was in
primary school, they used to hand us leaflets about mines... I trusted these
leaflets, but this was the last time I remember I was warned about a weapon,”
highlighting a gap in today’s risk communication.

Educators described how they address such challenges with their students.
One teacher explained that “fear spreads faster than facts,” so their first goal
is to help students “pause and think before reacting or sharing” This was
framed within a wider narrative of recurring information crises, in which
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moments of conflict or uncertainty are repeatedly experienced as cycles
of rumour, correction, and renewed confusion. The participant said they
guide learners to ask, “Who said it? Is it reported anywhere else? Does
the message want to inform you or scare you?” In class, they analyse real
examples of rumours and WhatsApp messages to show how easily fear can
be manufactured — and how powerful it feels “to find the truth themselves.”
These examples illustrate how everyday communication platforms become
sites where discourses of fear and credibility compete, shaping what is
believed and acted upon in moments of perceived threat.

Across interviews, media literacy was linked to ethical responsibility:
“Teaching (...) to verify facts isn’t only about critical thinking; it’s also
about being responsible members of their community” Participants
described a desire for workshops that teach journalists and citizens alike
to verify information, including how to consult official channels and avoid
sensationalism, because “People need to be taught how to verify information,
recognise manipulation, and question unreliable sources”. These practices
help transform anxiety into collective resilience.

5.3 Reflecting on Formal Mechanisms

When asked about the role of the state or international actors in
responding to chemical attacks, participants offered limited detail. Although
we did not ask follow-up questions as part of this study, it reflects broader
scepticism toward state and international mechanisms and a perception that
these institutions are constrained or politicised. One participant emphasised
political divisions within the KRI, noting that “Kurdistan is divided in two
main political parties, PDK (Partiya Demokrat a Kurdistané, Kurdistan
Democratic Party) and PUK (Yekétiy Nistimaniy Kurdistan, Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan),” a divide that contributes to the perception of inadequate official
responses. They explained that PDK-affiliated outlets tend to downplay
Turkish chemical attacks against the PKK, while PUK-aligned media exercise
similar restraint regarding Iranian strikes on PJAK (Partiya jiyana Azad a
Kurdistané, Kurdistan Free Life Party).

In our conversations, there was an evident lack of trust in the capacity
of more formal bodies to act. This lack of trust was often situated within
contexts of repeated institutional failure, where respondents linked present-
day perceptions of chemical risk to earlier experiences of unresponsiveness
or selective intervention. This links to more wide-ranging discourse of
institutional absence and selective visibility, in which state and international
actors are constructed as inconsistent or politically constrained sources
of protection and information. Rather than elaborating on government or
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treaty-based responses, most interviewees turned to civil society actors as
key agents of awareness and accountability. Journalists, NGOs, and activists
were described as essential for “making the issue the problem of the day,’
ensuring that public attention remains on chemical security and justice.
In this environment, civil society actors have become primary agents of
visibility — they are responsible for sustaining collective attention in the
absence of institutional reliability. Respondents provided concrete examples:
journalists have organised awareness seminars and produced reports from
villages once residents returned, while NGOs have organised workshops and
trained community leaders to improve understanding of chemical threats.
One participant highlighted Kurdish media coverage of the Iranian missile
strike on Erbil in January 2024, noting that local outlets reported effectively
even as local government struggled to respond.

5.4 Strengthening Civil Society and Media Capacity

Interviewees stressed that improving media and NGO capacity requires
continuous training, with cross-sector collaboration and professional
development. This points to a perceived capacity deficit, where expertise
and institutional support are seen as necessary for resilience. “Most
journalists and civil society workers in Kurdistan lack technical knowledge
about chemical agents, health risks, and how to verify related information,”
one participant said. Several recommended training programmes “led
by scientific experts, universities, or international organisations” to build
technical understanding and professionalism. Another mentioned a recent
workshop on genocide reporting in Duhok, and expressed preference for
“collaboration from international specialised organisations” that could lend
experience and credibility.

Transparency and coordination between government ministries, media
outlets, and civil society were viewed as essential for maintaining trust.
Respondents suggested mechanisms such as regular press briefings and
the inclusion of local leaders in communication processes, as well as more
open access to data. At community level, awareness campaigns in schools
and via social media were seen as key for preparedness. One respondent
highlighted the potential of digital outreach: “I believe in the power of social
media among the new generation, especially Gen Z” This was also described
in terms of younger generations being increasingly positioned as potential
producers, rather than only consumers, of credible information. Instead of
fearing new platforms, it was argued that empowering informed content
creators and integrating media literacy into outreach could reduce panic and
strengthen trust in verified information.
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5.5 Education for Peace and Community Resilience

Educators were asked to imagine what a programme to strengthen
information literacy and peace education in the Kurdish curriculum could
look like — and what support it would need to last. One proposed a model
built around three interlinked themes: memory and history, media and
information literacy, and peace and resilience. Lessons on the Revolution,
Halabja, Anfal, and the war with IS would include survivor stories, poems,
and memorial visits to teach empathy and respect “not hatred” Students
would also learn to check news, recognise rumours, and share only verified
information, using examples from Kurdish media and social platforms.
Finally, activities such as community projects and volunteering with NGOs
would “help young people see their (own) role in building peace.” This model
reflects intergenerational transmission of both trauma and responsibility,
where education is framed as a mechanism for transforming inherited
memory into future-oriented civic agency.

Another participant described a concept they titled “Voices of Truth and
Peace,” combining critical thinking, media awareness, empathy, and dialogue
through interactive lessons, group projects, and reflection circles. “The goal,”
they said, “is to raise a generation that thinks, that questions, and that builds
peace with their words and actions — rather than just repeating what they
hear” This articulates epistemic empowerment, positioning critical thinking
as a civic practice rather than purely as a cognitive skill.

Respondents agreed that such programmes would require collaboration
among the Ministry of Education, universities, NGOs, and international
partners — alongside sustained teacher training and access to digital tools.
Embedding peace and information literacy across history, social studies, and
civic education was suggested to ensure these values become part of everyday
learning rather than a stand-alone module. Building on this, educators then
identified steps to strengthen teachers’ and schools’ capacity to address
CW issues and foster resilience. “We must help teachers feel confident and
informed,” one said, noting that students often turn to them first when
frightened. Suggested actions included regular workshops on basic chemical
security and crisis communication; practical materials such as posters and
clear communication protocols; and the appointment of an “information
focal point” in each school to liaise with health and safety authorities.

Partnerships with institutions like the Halabja Peace Museum and survivor
associations were seen as invaluable for grounding lessons in real experience.
Respondents also stressed the need for emotional support: discussing war
and trauma can be mentally demanding, and teachers require safe spaces
for reflection and psychological care. As one participant concluded, schools
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can serve as community hubs for trust and dialogue - “when teachers feel
strong, they can help their students feel strong too.” This points to a relational
understanding of resilience, in which individual emotional capacity is
embedded within community systems of trust and support.

6. Discussion and Recommendations

6.1 The Right to Peace and the Right to Truth

Our findings conceptualise the right to peace in the KRI as a communicative
process. Its realisation depends on the ability to recognise, verify, and
sustain claims about violence in the public sphere. Within this framework,
truth, accountability, and resilience function as interdependent conditions.
Truth refers to the production and circulation of credible accounts of attacks;
accountability to the ability to contest, assess, and demand responsibility for
such claims; and resilience to the maintenance of social and informational
systems that enable these processes in conflict-affected contexts. Together,
these elements form a communicative infrastructure through which violence
becomes publicly intelligible and actionable.

This infrastructure is enacted through everyday practices. Participants
described questioning messages and sharing family stories as central to
chemical security. In contexts where formal accounts are fragmented or
unreliable, these practices support alternative forms of evidence and authority
over CW narratives. Our analysis identifies this as a form of epistemic
disobedience (Kurt 2024): participants challenge silences and distortions,
and assert civic agency despite limited institutional protection. Moreover,
these findings position the right to truth as a condition of the right to peace.
The ability to produce, circulate, and defend credible accounts of violence
can be foundational to the realisation of peace. In the absence of reliable
institutions, community-led informational practices are not supplementary
but central to the enactment of human rights.

6.2 Chemical Security as Human Security and a Human Rights
Issue

The outcomes of our interviews underline how chemical insecurity extends
beyond immediate physical harm. Participants often mentioned anticipation
of danger, alongside a fragile sense of protection. Evidently, the memory of
past violence combined with the threat of future attacks can affect individual
psychological wellbeing as well as the stability of social trust — particularly
in relation to institutions perceived as inconsistent or politicised, and
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ineffective or unavailable in moments of crisis. As such, chemical insecurity
has wide-ranging implications for human security: it undermines freedom
from fear, affects public health, environmental safety, economic stability -
and it erodes an already fragile information ecosystem where identifying
credible sources and verifying threats is difficult.

From a human rights perspective, these findings demonstrate that
chemical security is not limited to questions of weapons control or
compliance with international treaties alone. Rather, it should be closely
linked to the protection of fundamental rights, including the right to truth,
the right to security, and the broader right of peoples to peace. In contexts
such as Kurdistan, where historical chemical attacks have been experienced
alongside limited institutional protection and contested accountability,
uncertainty surrounding chemical threats itself becomes a form of harm.
Ensuring that such threats can be understood and situated within reliable
frameworks of knowledge is therefore integral to the realisation of human
security and the protection of human rights.

6.3 Media Literacy as Infrastructure for Civic Empowerment

Participants consistently emphasised the role of media and information
literacy in enabling people to navigate Kurdistan’s fragmented and politicised
information environment. When narratives about chemical attacks circulate
rapidly through partisan media and social platforms, information disorder
increases uncertainty and complicates risk assessment. However, respondents
described locally grounded responses to this challenge - including
community-led fact-checking, classroom-based verification exercises, and
informal workshops aimed at strengthening critical evaluation of sources.

Across interviews, these initiatives were consistently linked to civic
responsibility and collective agency — bridging the gap between institutional
accountability and grassroots knowledge. Verification was not framed as
a purely technical skill, but as a social practice embedded in dialogue and
shared norms of credibility. Schools, NGOs, and civil society organisations
were identified as key sites where these capacities are developed and
transmitted, particularly through activities that connect media literacy with
lived experiences of insecurity. Therefore, media literacy forms a crucial
part of the broader informational infrastructure through which claims about
chemical attacks can be assessed and contested. It can strengthen collective
capacities of verification and coordination within everyday communication
networks, better positioning communities to reduce vulnerability and assert
agency.
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6.4 Recommendations for Institutional Coordination and
Capacity Building

A central question emerging from this research is: what comes next? How
can CW information disorder in Kurdistan be proactively and sustainably
addressed? Institutionalised partnerships provide one possible framework
through which grassroots initiatives can access and share accurate
information. Programmes could link government ministries — including the
Ministry of Education, Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research,
Ministry of Health, Ministry of Culture, and the Kurdish Directorate of Civil
Society Affairs — with professional bodies such as the Kurdistan Journalists’
Syndicate, universities, NGOs, and international organisations (see for
example Pugwash 2025). This multi-level coordination would help ensure
that resources and expertise reach communities that do not know where or
how to begin, or do not possess the materials and tools required to develop
and sustain such initiatives effectively.

Interdisciplinary collaboration is also important. Working groups
connecting public health, media studies, and peacebuilding practitioners could
co-produce verification toolkits in Kurdish or other (regional) languages.
These toolkits could guide communities in interpreting scientific claims and
navigating social media during politically sensitive periods. Crucially, they
should be framed as shared practices of care, enabling Kurdish communities
to exercise self-determination in assessing and sharing information rather
than relying solely on external authorities.

At the same time, institutional coordination must contend with political
and logistical challenges, including differing priorities across ministries and
limited long-term funding for NGOs and universities. Incremental approaches,
such as pilot impact projects and modular programmes, may therefore be
more sustainable. These approaches would allow communities to gradually
develop confidence and capacity in evaluating information, reinforcing trust
between institutions and local actors. Lessons from initiatives implemented
by international actors over the past decade can inform future programming
(see for instance UNDP 2025, CNN 2025), particularly regarding the
importance of targeted training in sustaining engagement.

Universities and NGOs could expand ‘train-the-trainer’ programmes,
cascading skills to local communities so that accurate, contextualised
information becomes a collective resource for decision-making. Industry
stakeholders should also be engaged more systematically to receive and
deliver training on responsible communication around chemical safety and
security, enabling them to support communities with timely and accessible
information (see for example Sandia 2025). Educators, meanwhile, should be

Page 21 of 34 - Published in July 2026



PHRG, Online First Articles Z.S.Homan, S. Omar

supported to expand trauma-informed pedagogical approaches, participatory
peace education, and the integration of chemical safety and security into
curricula.

6.5 Recommendations for Media and Civil Society Information
Resilience

Journalists and civil society actors are key intermediaries in helping
Kurdish communities access and share accurate information about chemical
attacks and dangerous substances. Training in chemical hazard reporting,
crisis communication, fact-checking, and ethical journalism ensures that
communities receive reliable updates during periods of tension. Co-designed
resources with local journalists and policymakers will help people interpret
information more neutrally and less fearfully. Mentorship networks and
capacity-building in grant-writing and stakeholder engagement will allow
local actors to sustain these practices over time.

Digital storytelling and participatory media can provide communities with
tools to document and share how accurate information reduces panic and
supports collective security. Youth-led social media campaigns, community
radio segments, and visual guides (such as infographics) explaining
disinformation tactics can enable people to engage actively in resisting
false narratives. Across these initiatives, emphasis on ethical information
sharing — when to forward content, pause, or flag uncertainty — reinforces
responsibility and reflection.

Local networks such as youth groups, NGOs, and community organisations
should be trained to disseminate verified information - for instance through
mini-workshops and community centres, and success has also recently
been seen through podcasts (see Mousa and Sider 2025). Participatory
fact-checking mechanisms, including ‘rumour verification sessions, can
empower communities to verify claims collaboratively, strengthening
both information literacy and civic agency. Simplified frameworks, such as
tracing sources and consulting local experts, demystify fact-checking as a
community-owned practice.

6.6 Recommendations for Peace Education and Grassroots
Knowledge Production

Peace education remains the bridge connecting the central themes explored
throughoutthispaper, frommemories of past violence to concerns surrounding
digital media ecosystems. Rather than representing a static transfer of
historical knowledge, peace education functions as a civic practice through
which communities strengthen social responsibility. Schools can integrate
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lessons on the Anfal attacks and contemporary chemical threats with critical
evaluation of information. Meanwhile, extracurricular initiatives, including
collaborations with memorials, museums, and community organisations,
can create spaces for participatory learning. Such activities connect lived
experience with ethical reflection, allowing Kurdish communities to develop
strategies for resisting inaccurate or malicious narratives.

Notably, participants in our study consistently emphasised the importance
of fostering empathy. This requires pedagogical models that encourage
students not only to remember past atrocities, but also to critically evaluate
information, question manipulative narratives, and recognise their own role
in sustaining peaceful social relations. Participants further highlighted the
importance of creating supportive environments in which difficult topics
can be discussed openly and constructively. Schools, universities, museums,
and community organisations can all contribute to spaces that encourage
dialogue and mutual trust. These environments are particularly important in
contexts where trauma and institutional mistrust continue to shape public
perceptions of security and information credibility.

Locally grounded ownership is essential to the sustainability and legitimacy
of peace education initiatives. Educational materials and communication
protocols should therefore be adaptable to local contexts and developed
collaboratively between educators, journalists, civil society actors, and
affected communities. Such approaches can strengthen confidence in
locally trusted forms of knowledge while reducing dependence on external
or highly politicised information sources. Importantly, they reinforce that
communities themselves are active participants in shaping how chemical
attacks are understood and communicated.

7. Conclusion

This paper has argued that access to accurate information can function
as grassroots peace infrastructure for Kurdish communities facing CW
information disorder. In a context characterised by a fragmented and
politicised media environment, and where formal investigation and
accountability remain limited, information practices themselves become a
site of civic and epistemic agency. Through everyday acts of triangulating
sources, assessing credibility, and comparing narratives, individuals and
groups contribute to informal systems of verification that structure collective
judgement under uncertainty.

Historical memory plays a central role in shaping these practices. The legacy
of chemical violence in Kurdistan — from Halabja to more recent threats
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— continues to inform how new risks are understood and communicated.
Museums as well as survivor testimonies and intergenerational storytelling
provide shared reference points that ground contemporary understandings
of insecurity and support collective meaning-making. Across these contexts,
media literacy and education emerge not simply as technical competencies,
but as socially embedded practices enabled by educators, journalists,
NGOs, and community networks. In doing so, they allow information to be
critically engaged and responsibly shared, reducing vulnerability to panic
and manipulation while supporting more coordinated responses to contested
claims.

When communities have sustained access to credible information, they
are better positioned to develop more reliable knowledge about security.
In this sense, grassroots information practices can function as a form of
peace infrastructure: they do not only mitigate uncertainty, but actively
shape how chemical threats are understood and responded to in everyday
life. The broader implication is that peace depends on more than formal
security guarantees; it also relies on epistemic empowerment. The capacity
to critically engage with information is not only a protective skill, it is
foundational to shaping security.

References

Abell, J., Stokoe, E. H. and Billig, M. (2000) ‘Narrative and the discursive
(re)construction of events, in Sclater, S. (ed.) The Uses of Narrative:
Explorations in Sociology, Psychology and Cultural Studies, New York,
Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781351302005

Ag, Z. (2023) From Past to Present: The Role of Communication and Historical
Narrative in Transgenerational Transmission of Historical Trauma
in Kurdish Alevi Diaspora in Germany (MA dissertation, Instituto
Universitario de Lisboa), retrieved from: https://repositorio.iscte-
iul.pt/entities/publication/4ab0ecbb-de52-4d1d-96b6-78f6afe28e58
(accessed: 20/01/2026).

Aivas, S. A. W. (2017) Kurdish Journalism Cultures: Shifting Boundaries of
Privacy Understandings amongst Professional Role Orientations of
Journalists (PhD thesis, Nottingham Trent University), retrieved
from: https://chmk.org/files/2018/05/AIVAS-SH-A-W.-2017.-
Kurdish-Journalism-Cultures-Shifting-Boundaries-of-Privacy-
Understandings-amongst-Professional-Role-Orientations-of-
Journalists.-Ph.D.-thesis-Nottingham-Trent-University..pdf (accessed:
19/11/2025).

Page 24 of 34 - Published in July 2026


https://doi.org/10.4324/9781351302005
https://repositorio.iscte-iul.pt/entities/publication/4ab0ecbb-de52-4d1d-96b6-78f6afe28e58
https://repositorio.iscte-iul.pt/entities/publication/4ab0ecbb-de52-4d1d-96b6-78f6afe28e58
https://chmk.org/files/2018/05/AIVAS-SH-A-W.-2017.-Kurdish-Journalism-Cultures-Shifting-Boundaries-of-Privacy-Understandings-amongst-Professional-Role-Orientations-of-Journalists.-Ph.D.-thesis-Nottingham-Trent-University..pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://chmk.org/files/2018/05/AIVAS-SH-A-W.-2017.-Kurdish-Journalism-Cultures-Shifting-Boundaries-of-Privacy-Understandings-amongst-Professional-Role-Orientations-of-Journalists.-Ph.D.-thesis-Nottingham-Trent-University..pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://chmk.org/files/2018/05/AIVAS-SH-A-W.-2017.-Kurdish-Journalism-Cultures-Shifting-Boundaries-of-Privacy-Understandings-amongst-Professional-Role-Orientations-of-Journalists.-Ph.D.-thesis-Nottingham-Trent-University..pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://chmk.org/files/2018/05/AIVAS-SH-A-W.-2017.-Kurdish-Journalism-Cultures-Shifting-Boundaries-of-Privacy-Understandings-amongst-Professional-Role-Orientations-of-Journalists.-Ph.D.-thesis-Nottingham-Trent-University..pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com

PHRG, Online First Articles Z.S.Homan, S. Omar

Alston, P. (1982) ‘A Third Generation of Solidarity Rights: Progressive
Development or Obfuscation of International Human Rights Law?’
Netherlands International Law Review, 29 (3), 307-322.

Amazeen, A.M., Vasquez,R. A.,Krishna, A.,Ji, Y. G, Su, C. C. and Cummings, J.
J. (2024) ‘Missing Voices: Examining How Misinformation-Susceptible
Individuals From Underrepresented Communities Engage, Perceive,
and Combat Science Misinformation, Science Communication, 46(1):
3-35. https://doi.org/10.1177/10755470231217536

Andersson, L. (2021) ‘It’s critical: The role of critical thinking in media and
information literacy, Media Education Research Journal, 10 (1-2), 1-17.
https://www.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5763719

Ardizzone, L., (2001) ‘Towards global understanding: The transformative
role of peace education, Current Issues in Comparative Education —
Education for Democracy in the Post-Development Era: What will the
Curtain Reveal? 4 (1). https://doi.org/10.52214/cice.v4i1.11352

Arendt, H. (1973) The Origins of Totalitarianism, New York: Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, retrieved from: https://social-ecology.org/wp/wp-content/
uploads/2024/03/Hannah-Arendt-The-Origins-of-Totalitarianism-
Harcourt-Brace-Jovanovich-1973.pdf (accessed: 19/11/2025).

Askari, L. (2017) ‘Filming Future Imaginaries in Kurdistan, Allegra
Lab: Anthropology for Radical Optimism, retrieved from: https://
allegralaboratory.net/filming-future-imaginaries-in-kurdistan/
(accessed: 20/01/2026).

Askari, L. (2023) ‘A Call from Raqqa: Reconfiguring Future Imaginaries
in Forced Displacement, Conflict and Society, 9 (1). https://doi.
org/10.3167/arcs.2023.090107

Autesserre, S. (2014) Peaceland: Conflict Resolution and the Everyday Politics
of International Intervention, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1017/CB09781107280366

Bajaj, M. (2015) ‘Pedagogies of resistance’ and critical peace education
praxis, Journal of Peace Education, 12 (2), 154-166. https://doi.org/10.1
080/17400201.2014.991914

Bajgar, J., Fusek, J., Kassa, J., Kuca, K., and Jun, D. (2009) ‘Global impact
of chemical warfare agents used before and after 1945°, Handbook of
Toxicology of Chemical Warfare Agents, 17-24. https://doi.org/10.1016/
B978-0-12-374484-5.00003-1

Bakiner, O. (2015) Truth Commissions: Memory, Power, and Legitimacy,
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.

Page 25 of 34 - Published in July 2026


https://doi.org/10.1177/10755470231217536
https://www.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5763719
https://doi.org/10.52214/cice.v4i1.11352
https://social-ecology.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Hannah-Arendt-The-Origins-of-Totalitarianism-Harcourt-Brace-Jovanovich-1973.pdf
https://social-ecology.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Hannah-Arendt-The-Origins-of-Totalitarianism-Harcourt-Brace-Jovanovich-1973.pdf
https://social-ecology.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Hannah-Arendt-The-Origins-of-Totalitarianism-Harcourt-Brace-Jovanovich-1973.pdf
https://allegralaboratory.net/filming-future-imaginaries-in-kurdistan/
https://allegralaboratory.net/filming-future-imaginaries-in-kurdistan/
https://doi.org/10.3167/arcs.2023.090107
https://doi.org/10.3167/arcs.2023.090107
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781107280366
https://doi.org/10.1080/17400201.2014.991914
https://doi.org/10.1080/17400201.2014.991914
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-374484-5.00003-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-374484-5.00003-1

PHRG, Online First Articles Z.S.Homan, S. Omar

Baser, B. and Toivanen, M. (2022) ‘Inherited traumas in diaspora: postmemory,
past-presencing and mobilisation of second-generation Kurds in
Europe, Ethnic and Racial Studies, 47 (2), 297-320. https://doi.org/10.1
080/01419870.2023.2261288

Bentrovato, D. Korostelina, K. V. and Schulze, M. (2016) History Can
Bite: History Education in Divided and Postwar Societies, Die
Schriftenreihe Studien des Georg-Eckert-Instituts zur internationalen
Bildungsmedienforschung, Band 141, V&R unipress GmbH, Géttingen.

Blitz, B. K. (2009) Statelessness, protection and equality, Oxford: Refugee
Studies Centre. Forced Migration Policy Briefing 3, retrieved from:
https://www.onlinelibrary.iihl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/
Statelessness-protection-and-equality.pdf (accessed: 19/11/2025).

Calle-Diaz, L. (2019) ‘Possibilities of building peace through classroom
discourse: A positive discourse analysis, Linguistics and Education, 54.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.linged.2019.100762

Clements, K. P and Lee, SY. (2020) Multi-Level reconciliation and
peacebuilding: Stakeholder perspectives, London, Routledge. https://doi.
0rg/10.4324/9781003017851

CNN (2025) CNN Academy Erbil, retrieved from: https://academy.cnn.com/
course/cnn-academy-erbil/ (accessed: 21/01/2026).

Corbett,]. (2011) Learning from the Nuba: Civilian resilience and self-protection
during  conflict, retrieved from: https://www.cmi.no/file/1908-
Learning-from-the-Nuba-Civilian-resilience-and-self-protection-
during-con64258ict.pdf (accessed: 20/01/2026).

Coskan, C., and Sen, E. (2023) “If I die, my children will pursue this case”:
Counternarratives of power in Kurds, Peace and Conflict: Journal of
Peace Psychology, 29 (2), 135-154. https://doi.org/10.1037/pac0000659

Cremin, H. (2016) ‘Peace education research in the twenty-first century: three
concepts facing crisis or opportunity?’ Journal of Peace Education, 13
(1), 1-17. https://doi.org/10.1080/17400201.2015.1069736

Darweish, M., and Alsayid Mohammed, M. (2018) War and Peace in Iraqi
Kurdistan’s History Curricula, Peace Review, 30(3), 322-330. https://
dOi.Org/IO.1080/10402659.2018.1495815

Datzberger, S. (2017) ‘Peacebuilding through non-formal education
programmes: a case study from Karamoja, Uganda, International
Peacekeeping, 24 (2), 326-349. https://doi.org/10.1080/13533312.2016.1
214073

Page 26 of 34 - Published in July 2026


https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2023.2261288
https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2023.2261288
https://www.onlinelibrary.iihl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Statelessness-protection-and-equality.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.onlinelibrary.iihl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Statelessness-protection-and-equality.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.linged.2019.100762
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003017851
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003017851
https://academy.cnn.com/course/cnn-academy-erbil/
https://academy.cnn.com/course/cnn-academy-erbil/
https://www.cmi.no/file/1908-Learning-from-the-Nuba-Civilian-resilience-and-self-protection-during-con64258ict.pdf
https://www.cmi.no/file/1908-Learning-from-the-Nuba-Civilian-resilience-and-self-protection-during-con64258ict.pdf
https://www.cmi.no/file/1908-Learning-from-the-Nuba-Civilian-resilience-and-self-protection-during-con64258ict.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1037/pac0000659
https://doi.org/10.1080/17400201.2015.1069736
https://doi.org/10.1080/10402659.2018.1495815
https://doi.org/10.1080/10402659.2018.1495815
https://doi.org/10.1080/13533312.2016.1214073
https://doi.org/10.1080/13533312.2016.1214073

PHRG, Online First Articles Z.S.Homan, S. Omar

De Fina, A. and Johnstone, B. (2015) ‘Discourse Analysis and Narrative,
in Tannen, D., Hamilton, H. E., Schiffrin, D. (eds.) The Handbook of
Discourse Analysis, Chichester, John Wiley & Sons. https://www.doi.
org/10.1002/9781118584194

Dri, K. F. (2022) ‘PKK claims Turkey carried out chemical attacks against
its fighters, Ankara denies’, retrieved from: https://www.rudaw.net/
english/kurdistan/22102022 (accessed: 19/11/2025).

Eccarius-Kelly, V. (2015) “The imaginary Kurdish museum: Ordinary Kurds,
narrative nationalisms and collective memory, Kurdish Studies, 2, 172-
191. https://doi.org/lO.1163/9789004706590_005

Evans, C. (2012) The Right to Reparation in International Law for Victims of
Armed Conflict, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. https://doi.
org/10.1017/CB0O9781139096171

Ferman, L. (2025) ‘Surviving Genocide and Overcoming Collective Trauma:
Yezidis from Sinjar in the Aftermath of 2014, The Middle East Journal,
78 (2/3), 213-233. https://doi.org/10.3751/78.23.15

Filutowska, K. (2022) ‘Difficulties with telling the truth in non-fictive
narratives and the issue of fictionalization, Narrative Inquiry, 32 (2),
289-308. https://doi.org/l().1075/ni.20101.ﬁ1

Filutowska, K. (2023) ‘Social Imaginary of the Just World: Narrative Ethics
and Truth-Telling in Non-Fiction Stories of (In)Justice, Pro-Fil, 24 (2),
30-42. hitps://doi.org/10.5817/pf23-2-36882

Freire, P. (1970) Pedagogy of the Oppressed. Translated by Ramos, B. in 1972,
retrievedfrom:https://archive.org/details/pedagogyofoppres0000unse/
page/n3/mode/2up (accessed: 13/01/2026).

Freire, P., Freire, A. M. A, and Barr, R. R. (2014) Pedagogy of hope: reliving
pedagogy of the oppressed, Bloomsbury Publishing.

French, B. M. (2009) ‘Technologies of Telling: Discourse, Transparency, and
Erasure in Guatemalan Truth Commission Testimony, Journal of
HumanRights,8(1),92-109.https://doi.org/10.1080/14754830902717734

Gill, S. (2025) ‘Intergenerational Dialogue and Inquiry for Collective Healing,
Social Justice and Communal Well-Being: A Reflection on Conceptions,
Processes and Practices, The Journal of Social Encounters, 9 (1), 153-
164. https://doi.org/10.69755/2995-2212.1337

Gill, S. and Niens, U. (2016) Education as Humanisation Dialogic pedagogy
in  post-conflict peacebuilding, London, Routledge. https://doi.
org/10.4324/9781315627595

Page 27 of 34 - Published in July 2026


https://www.doi.org/10.1002/9781118584194
https://www.doi.org/10.1002/9781118584194
https://www.rudaw.net/english/kurdistan/22102022
https://www.rudaw.net/english/kurdistan/22102022
https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004706590_005
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781139096171
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781139096171
https://doi.org/10.3751/78.23.15
https://doi.org/10.1075/ni.20101.fil
https://doi.org/10.5817/pf23-2-36882
https://archive.org/details/pedagogyofoppres0000unse/page/n3/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/pedagogyofoppres0000unse/page/n3/mode/2up
https://doi.org/10.1080/14754830902717734
https://doi.org/10.69755/2995-2212.1337
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315627595
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315627595

PHRG, Online First Articles Z.S.Homan, S. Omar

Glynn, S. (2022) ‘Turkey and chemical weapons: the accusations no one
wants to investigate’, retrieved from: https://bellacaledonia.org.
uk/2022/11/14/turkey-and-chemical-weapons-the-accusations-no-
one-wants-to-investigate/ (accessed: 19/11/2025).

Graef, J., Da Silva, R. and Lemay-Hébert, N. (2018) Narrative, political
violence and social change, London, Routledge. https://doi.
org/10.4324/9781003231219

Gulistan, G-B. (2020) ‘Critical Discourse Analysis: An Effective Tool for
Critical Peace Education Informed by Freirean Dialogue, Educational
Policy Analysis and Strategic Research, 15(2), 25-40, retrieved from:
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=E]J1263470 (accessed: 19/01/2025).

Hama, H. H. H. (2017) Kurdish Referendum a Reaction to Iraqi Government’s
Failure to Implement Constitution, Middle East Institute, retrieved
from: https://mei.edu/publication/kurdish-referendum-reaction-iraqi-
governments-failure-implement-constitution/ (accessed: 20/01/2026).

Hanna, D. (2024) Finding your voice for the oppressed: Testimonial injustice and
testimonial smothering contextualised through epistemic entrenchment,
and the interruption of talking back (PhD thesis, Victoria University of
Wellington). https://doi.org/10.26686/wgtn.25282501

Hassan, N. (2024) The right to truth in transitional justice, MA dissertation,
The American University in Cairo (Egypt), retrieved from: https://
www.proquest.com/openview/29ce3ec2be06df5a81c428335e5{028¢/
(accessed: 13/01/2026).

Hiltermann, J. R. (2008) ‘Halabja: the politics of memory, Open Democracy,
retrieved from: https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/halabja_the_
politics_of_memory/ (accessed: 19/01/2026).

Homan, Z., Omar, S. and Desurmont, J. (2025) ‘Access to Information about
Chemical Weapon Attacks: Increasing Resilience in Kurdistan’,
Zeitschrift fiir Friedensund Konfliktforschung, 13, 337-367. https://doi.
org/10.1007/s42597-025-00139-4

Humble, N. and Mozelius, P (2022) ‘Content analysis or thematic
analysis: Similarities, differences and applications in qualitative
research, European Conference on Research Methodology for Business
and Management Studies, 21(1). https://www.doi.org/10.34190/
ecrm.21.1.316

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) (signed in 1925) ‘Protocol
for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous
or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare (Geneva

Page 28 of 34 - Published in July 2026


https://bellacaledonia.org.uk/2022/11/14/turkey-and-chemical-weapons-the-accusations-no-one-wants-to-investigate/
https://bellacaledonia.org.uk/2022/11/14/turkey-and-chemical-weapons-the-accusations-no-one-wants-to-investigate/
https://bellacaledonia.org.uk/2022/11/14/turkey-and-chemical-weapons-the-accusations-no-one-wants-to-investigate/
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003231219
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003231219
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1263470
https://mei.edu/publication/kurdish-referendum-reaction-iraqi-governments-failure-implement-constitution/
https://mei.edu/publication/kurdish-referendum-reaction-iraqi-governments-failure-implement-constitution/
https://doi.org/10.26686/wgtn.25282501
https://www.proquest.com/openview/29ce3ec2be06df5a81c428335e5f028c/
https://www.proquest.com/openview/29ce3ec2be06df5a81c428335e5f028c/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/halabja_the_politics_of_memory/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/halabja_the_politics_of_memory/
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42597-025-00139-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42597-025-00139-4
https://www.doi.org/10.34190/ecrm.21.1.316
https://www.doi.org/10.34190/ecrm.21.1.316

PHRG, Online First Articles Z.S.Homan, S. Omar

Protocol)’, retrieved from: https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-
treaties/geneva-gas-prot-1925 (accessed: 19/11/2025).

Johnson, B. (2005) ‘Overcoming “Doom and Gloom”: Empowering Students
in Courses on Social Problems, Injustice, and Inequality, Teaching
Sociology, 33 (1), 44-58. https://doi.org/10.1177/0092055X0503300104

Justino, P., Mitchell, R. and Miiller, C. (2018) “Women and Peace Building:
Local Perspectives on Opportunities and Barriers, Development and
Change (International Institute of Social Studies, the Hague), 49 (4), 911-
929. https://doi.org/10.1111/dech.12391

Karim, H. F., and Baser, B. (2023) ‘Collective Memory in PostGenocide
Societies: Rethinking Enduring Trauma and Resilience in Halabja’,
Review of Middle East Studies, 56 (1), 56-72. https://doi.org/10.1017/
rms.2022.25

Kfir, L. (2022) ‘Traq and the Halabja ‘Genocide’: The need for Transformative
Justice, in Brown, S. E. and Smiith, S. D. (eds.), The Routledge Handbook
of Religion, Mass Atrocity, and Genocide, London, Routledge. https://
doi.org/10.4324/9780429317026

Kirmanj, S., and Rafaat, A. (2021) “The Kurdish genocide in Iraq: the
SecurityAnfal and the IdentityAnfal’, National Identities, 23 (2), 163-
183. ht‘tps://doi.org/10.1080/14608944.2020.1746250

Kirylo, J. D. (2020) Reinventing pedagogy of the oppressed: contemporary
critical ~ perspectives,  Bloomsbury = Academic.  https://doi.
org/10.5040/9781350117211

Knott, E., Rao, A. H., Summers, K. and Teeger, C. (2022) ‘Interviews in the
social sciences, Nat Rev Methods Primers 2, 73. https://doi.org/10.1038/
§43586-022-00150-6

Kurdistan Memory Programme (2026) Definitively documenting the Kurdish

story for the world, https://kurdistanmemoryprogramme.com/
(accessed: 20/01/2026).

Kurt, M. (2024) ‘Decolonizing Minds and Education: Critical Pedagogy and
Epistemic Disobedience in Kurdistan, South Atlantic Quarterly, 123
(4), 689-710. https://doi.org/10.1215/00382876-11381073

Kurt, M. and Ozok-Giindogan, N. (2024) ‘The Decolonial Turn in Kurdish
Studies: An Introduction,” South Atlantic Quarterly, 123 (4), 655-664.
ht‘tps://doi.org/lo.l215/00382876-11381065

Lortz, M. G. (2005) Willing to Face Death: A History of Kurdish Military Forces
— the Peshmerga — from the Ottoman Empire to Present-Day Iraq (PhD

Page 29 of 34 - Published in July 2026


https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/geneva-gas-prot-1925
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/geneva-gas-prot-1925
https://doi.org/10.1177/0092055X0503300104
https://doi.org/10.1111/dech.12391
https://doi.org/10.1017/rms.2022.25
https://doi.org/10.1017/rms.2022.25
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429317026
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429317026
https://doi.org/10.1080/14608944.2020.1746250
https://doi.org/10.5040/9781350117211
https://doi.org/10.5040/9781350117211
https://doi.org/10.1038/s43586-022-00150-6
https://doi.org/10.1038/s43586-022-00150-6
https://kurdistanmemoryprogramme.com/
https://doi.org/10.1215/00382876-11381073
https://doi.org/10.1215/00382876-11381065

PHRG, Online First Articles Z.S.Homan, S. Omar

Thesis, Florida State University), retrieved from: http://purl.flvc.org/
fsu/fd/FSU_migr_etd-1038 (accessed: 20/01/2026).

Mac Ginty, R. (2010) ‘Hybrid Peace: The Interaction Between Top-Down
and Bottom-Up Peace, Security Dialogue, 41 (4), 391-412. https://doi.
org/10.1177/0967010610374312

Majid, B. (2023) Towards an Understanding of Kurdistani Memory Culture:
Apostrophic and Phantomic Approaches to a Violent Past, Palgrave
Macmillan/Springer Nature, Cham.

Marzoghi, R., Mohammadi, M., Shamshiri, B., and Dadgar, H. (2017)
‘Developing of Peace Curriculum in Higher Education: A Qualitative
Study, Educ Strategy Med Sci, 10 (5), 384-396. https://edcbmj.ir/browse.
php?a_code=A-10-1578-1

Mayersen, D. (2020) “Is Help Coming?’ Communal Self-Protection during
Genocide, Stability: International Journal of Security & Development, 9
(1). https://doi.org/10.5334/sta.740

Medina, J. (2017) ‘Epistemic Injustice and Epistemologies of Ignorance, in
Taylor, P., Alcoff, L. and Anderson, L. (eds.), The Routledge Companion
to the Philosophy of Race, Routledge, New York.

Mlodoch, K. (2012) ““We Want to be Remembered as Strong Women, Not
as Shepherds”: Women Anfal Survivors in Kurdistan-Iraq Struggling
for Agency and Acknowledgment, journal of Middle East Women’s
Studies, 8 (1), 63-91. https://doi.org/10.2979/jmiddeastwomstud.8.1.63

Mohammed, M. A. A. (2025) ‘Building Peacebuilders: Assessing the Impact
of a Capacity-Building Initiative on Students at the University of
Dohuk, Adab Al-Rafidayn, 55 (102), 1-9. https://doi.org/10.33899/
radab.2024.155399.2272

Morales, M. H., Broadbent, E. and Makokha, R. (2025) Review: Evidence use
in Community-led Learning Ecosystems, Jacobs Foundation, retrieved
from: https://onthinktanks.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/JF_
CLLEs-Report-v4.pdf (accessed: 13/01/2026).

Mousa, N. and Sider, R. (2025) The Confused Podcast Series, Spotify, https://
open.spotify.com/show/4txMhSS59S5a0GE5ZdRMc2 (accessed:
21/01/2026).

Muhammad, B. A., Hama, S. A., Hawrami, K. A. M., Karim, S. H., Ahmed, G. S.,
and Rahim, H. M. (2024) ‘Long-term health complications of chemical
weapon exposure: a study on Halabja chemical attack survivors (Iraqi
Kurds)’, International Forum for Respiratory Research, 36 (1), 26-30.
https://doi.org/10.1080/08958378.2024.2301985

Page 30 of 34 - Published in July 2026


http://purl.flvc.org/fsu/fd/FSU_migr_etd-1038
http://purl.flvc.org/fsu/fd/FSU_migr_etd-1038
https://doi.org/10.1177/0967010610374312
https://doi.org/10.1177/0967010610374312
https://edcbmj.ir/browse.php?a_code=A-10-1578-1
https://edcbmj.ir/browse.php?a_code=A-10-1578-1
https://doi.org/10.5334/sta.740
https://doi.org/10.2979/jmiddeastwomstud.8.1.63
https://doi.org/10.33899/radab.2024.155399.2272
https://doi.org/10.33899/radab.2024.155399.2272
https://onthinktanks.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/JF_CLLEs-Report-v4.pdf
https://onthinktanks.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/JF_CLLEs-Report-v4.pdf
https://open.spotify.com/show/4txMhSS59S5aOGE5ZdRMc2
https://open.spotify.com/show/4txMhSS59S5aOGE5ZdRMc2
https://doi.org/10.1080/08958378.2024.2301985

PHRG, Online First Articles Z.S.Homan, S. Omar

Muhammad, K. O., Hama, H. H., and Hama Karim, H. A. (2022) ‘Memory and
trauma in the Kurdistan genocide, Ethnicities, 23 (3), 426-448. https://
doi.org/10.1177/14687968221103254

Mulvey, K. L., Hope, E. C. and Vezzali, L. (2023) ‘Editorial: Challenging
injustice: Understanding upstanding, civic action, and bystander
intervention to promote justice, Journal of Community & Applied
Social Psychology, 33 (2), 181-185. https://doi.org/10.1002/casp.2692

Nagvi, Y. (2006) “The right to the truth in international law: fact or fiction?’
International Review of the Red Cross, 88 (862), retrieved from: https://
www.corteidh.or.cr/tablas/a21923.pdf (accessed: 21/07/2026).

Natea, M. D. (2023) ‘From Education for Democratic Culture to Education
for Resilience. Are they Different in Building Competences to Combat
Disinformation?’ L’Europe Unie, 19, 5-86.

Ochoa, S. C., Gadinger, F. and Yildiz, T. (2021) ‘Surveillance under dispute:
Conceptualising narrative legitimation politics, European Journal of
International Security, 6 (2), 210-232. https://www.doi.org/10.1017/
eis.2020.23

Oliphant, T. (2021) ‘Emerging (information) realities and epistemic injustice,
Journal of the Association for Information Science and Technology, 72
(8), 951-962. https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.24461

Omeje, K. (2020) “The application of qualitative methodology to peacebuilding
research in Africa, in Rashid, I. and Niang, A. Researching Peacebuilding
in Africa, London, Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003111740

Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) (adopted
in 1992, entry into force 1997) ‘Convention on the Prohibition of the
Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons
and on their Destruction’, retrieved from: https://www.opcw.org/
chemical-weapons-convention (accessed: 19/11/2025).

Ozlem Belgim, G. (2015) Imagining Kurdistan: Identity, Culture and Society,
LB. Tauris/Bloomsbury Publishing, London.

Page, J. (2008) Peace Education: Exploring Ethical and Philosophical
Foundations, Information Age Publishing.

Pohlhaus, G. (2020) ‘Epistemic Agency Under Oppression, Philosophical
Papers, 49 (2), 233-251. https://doi.org/10.1080/05568641.2020.1780149

Proudfoot, K. (2022) ‘Inductive/Deductive Hybrid Thematic Analysis in
Mixed Methods Research, Journal of Mixed Methods Research, 17 (3),
308-326. https://doi.org/10.1177/15586898221126816

Page 31 of 34 - Published in July 2026


https://doi.org/10.1177/14687968221103254
https://doi.org/10.1177/14687968221103254
https://doi.org/10.1002/casp.2692
https://www.corteidh.or.cr/tablas/a21923.pdf
https://www.corteidh.or.cr/tablas/a21923.pdf
https://www.doi.org/10.1017/eis.2020.23
https://www.doi.org/10.1017/eis.2020.23
https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.24461
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003111740
https://www.opcw.org/chemical-weapons-convention?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.opcw.org/chemical-weapons-convention?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://doi.org/10.1080/05568641.2020.1780149
https://doi.org/10.1177/15586898221126816

PHRG, Online First Articles Z.S.Homan, S. Omar

Pugwash (2025) Sulaymaniya conference on chemical weapons, retrieved
from: https://pugwash.org/2025/04/20/sulaymaniya-conference-on-
chemical-weapons/ (accessed: 21/01/2026).

Reibold, K. (2024) "Who Needs to Tell the Truth? — Epistemic Injustice
and Truth and Reconciliation Commissions for Minorities in Non-
Transitional Societies, Episteme, 22 (1), 357-377. https://www.doi.
org/10.1017/epi.2023.59

Reuters (2022) ‘Turkey slams allegations of chemical weapons use in
northern Iraq’, retrieved from: https://www.reuters.com/world/
middle-east/turkey-slams-allegations-chemical-weapons-use-
northern-iraq-2022-10-20/ (accessed: 19/11/2025).

Rogg, I. and Rimscha, H. (2007) “The Kurds as parties to and victims of conflicts
in Iraq, International Review of the Red Cross, 89 (868), retrieved from:
https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/external/doc/en/assets/files/
other/irrc-868_rogg.pdf (accessed: 20/01/2026).

Samarzija, H., and Cerovac, 1. (2021) “The Institutional Preconditions of
Epistemic Justice, Social Epistemology, 35 (6), 621-635. https://doi.org/
10.1080/02691728.2021.1919238

Sandia (2025) Chemical Security Risk Assessment Training Academic
Institutions in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, retrieved from: https://gcbs-
events.sandia.gov/chemical-security-program/chemical-security-
risk-assessment-training-academic-institutions-in-the-kurdistan-
region-of-iraq (accessed: 21/01/2026).

Sedikides, C. and Green, J. D. (2009) ‘Memory as a Self-Protective Mechanism,

Social and Personality Psychology Compass, 3 (6), 1055-1068. https://
doi.org/10.1111/j.1751-9004.2009.00220.x

Shanks, K. (2017) Peace Education in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq: Evolution
and Limitations. In G. Stansfield (Ed.), The Kurdish Question Revisited.
C. Hurst & Co Ltd.

Sheremeti, F. (2025) ‘Survivor-Led Reparations in Kosovo: From Harm to
Healing, Monatsschrift fiir Kriminologie und Strafrechtsreform. https://
doi.org/10.1515/mks-2025-0039

Stein, A. M. (2018) ‘Never Again, and Other Empty Promises’, retrieved
from:  https://dckurd.org/2018/02/08/never-again-and-other-empty-
promises/ (accessed: 19/11/2025).

Strack, C. (2017) ‘The Evolution of the Islamic State’s Chemical Weapons
Efforts, CTC Sentinel, 10(9), retrieved from: https://ctc.westpoint.

Page 32 of 34 - Published in July 2026


https://pugwash.org/2025/04/20/sulaymaniya-conference-on-chemical-weapons/
https://pugwash.org/2025/04/20/sulaymaniya-conference-on-chemical-weapons/
https://www.doi.org/10.1017/epi.2023.59
https://www.doi.org/10.1017/epi.2023.59
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkey-slams-allegations-chemical-weapons-use-northern-iraq-2022-10-20/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkey-slams-allegations-chemical-weapons-use-northern-iraq-2022-10-20/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkey-slams-allegations-chemical-weapons-use-northern-iraq-2022-10-20/
https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/external/doc/en/assets/files/other/irrc-868_rogg.pdf
https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/external/doc/en/assets/files/other/irrc-868_rogg.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/02691728.2021.1919238
https://doi.org/10.1080/02691728.2021.1919238
https://gcbs-events.sandia.gov/chemical-security-program/chemical-security-risk-assessment-training-academic-institutions-in-the-kurdistan-region-of-iraq
https://gcbs-events.sandia.gov/chemical-security-program/chemical-security-risk-assessment-training-academic-institutions-in-the-kurdistan-region-of-iraq
https://gcbs-events.sandia.gov/chemical-security-program/chemical-security-risk-assessment-training-academic-institutions-in-the-kurdistan-region-of-iraq
https://gcbs-events.sandia.gov/chemical-security-program/chemical-security-risk-assessment-training-academic-institutions-in-the-kurdistan-region-of-iraq
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1751-9004.2009.00220.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1751-9004.2009.00220.x
https://doi.org/10.1515/mks-2025-0039
https://doi.org/10.1515/mks-2025-0039
https://dckurd.org/2018/02/08/never-again-and-other-empty-promises/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://dckurd.org/2018/02/08/never-again-and-other-empty-promises/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ctc.westpoint.edu/the-evolution-of-the-islamic-states-chemical-weapons-efforts/

PHRG, Online First Articles Z.S.Homan, S. Omar

edu/the-evolution-of-the-islamic-states-chemical-weapons-efforts/
(accessed: 19/01/2026).

Suarez, D. and Ramirez, F. O. (2007) ‘Human rights and citizenship: The
emergence of human rights education, Critique and utopia: New
developments in the sociology of education, 43-64.

Tellidis, I, and Kappler, S. (2015) ‘Information and communication
technologies in peacebuilding: Implications, opportunities and
challenges, Cooperation and Conflict, 51 (1), 75-93. https://doi.
org/10.1177/0010836715603752

Tomas, N. and Villellas, A. (2009) The Kurdistan Autonomous Region: risks
and challenges for peace, Peacebuilding Papers, retrieved from: https://

escolapau.uab.es/img/qcp/kurdistan_risks_peace.pdf (accessed:
20/01/2026).

Trahan, J. (2008) ‘A critical guide to the Iraqi high tribunal’s Anfal judgment:
genocide against the Kurds, Michigan Journal of International Law,
30, 305.

Ungar, M. (2003) ‘Qualitative Contributions to Resilience Research, Qualitative
Social Work, 2 (1), 85-102. https://doi.org/10.1177/1473325003002001123

University of Duhok (2022) Centre for Peace and Conflict Resolution Studies,
retrieved  from:  https://uod.ac/programs/institutes-and-centers/
center-for-peace-and-conflict-resolution-studies/about/  (accessed:
13/01/2026).

University of Kurdistan Hewlér (2023) Peacebuilding, Dialogue and Heritage:
Documentation of Oral Culture in the Kurdistan Region — Iraq, retrieved
from:  https://www.ukh.edu.krd/news/peacebuilding-dialogue-and-
heritage-documentation-of-oral-culture-in-the-kurdistan-region-
irag/ (accessed: 20/01/2026).

UNDP (2025) Building Integrity Through Journalism: Draft Media Code of
Conduct Takes Shape in Erbil, retrieved from: https://www.undp.org/
iraq/blog/building-integrity-through-journalism-draft-media-code-
conduct-takes-shape-erbil (accessed: 21/01/2026).

UNESCO (2026) Right to Information, https://www.unesco.org/en/right-
information (accessed: 20/01/2026).

Ventura, F. (2022) Radicalising homeland: Agency, temporality and spatiality
in the Kurdish Freedom Movement’s representations of Kurdistan (PhD
Thesis, University College Dublin), retrieved from: http://hdl.handle.
net/10197/13170 (accessed: 20/01/2026).

Page 33 of 34 - Published in July 2026


https://ctc.westpoint.edu/the-evolution-of-the-islamic-states-chemical-weapons-efforts/
https://doi.org/10.1177/0010836715603752
https://doi.org/10.1177/0010836715603752
https://escolapau.uab.es/img/qcp/kurdistan_risks_peace.pdf
https://escolapau.uab.es/img/qcp/kurdistan_risks_peace.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1177/1473325003002001123
https://uod.ac/programs/institutes-and-centers/center-for-peace-and-conflict-resolution-studies/about/
https://uod.ac/programs/institutes-and-centers/center-for-peace-and-conflict-resolution-studies/about/
https://www.ukh.edu.krd/news/peacebuilding-dialogue-and-heritage-documentation-of-oral-culture-in-the-kurdistan-region-iraq/
https://www.ukh.edu.krd/news/peacebuilding-dialogue-and-heritage-documentation-of-oral-culture-in-the-kurdistan-region-iraq/
https://www.ukh.edu.krd/news/peacebuilding-dialogue-and-heritage-documentation-of-oral-culture-in-the-kurdistan-region-iraq/
https://www.undp.org/iraq/blog/building-integrity-through-journalism-draft-media-code-conduct-takes-shape-erbil
https://www.undp.org/iraq/blog/building-integrity-through-journalism-draft-media-code-conduct-takes-shape-erbil
https://www.undp.org/iraq/blog/building-integrity-through-journalism-draft-media-code-conduct-takes-shape-erbil
https://www.unesco.org/en/right-information
https://www.unesco.org/en/right-information
http://hdl.handle.net/10197/13170
http://hdl.handle.net/10197/13170

PHRG, Online First Articles Z.S.Homan, S. Omar

Washington Kurdish Institute (2025) From Constitution to Collapse: The
Kurdish Struggle in Post-2003 Iraq, retrieved from https://dckurd.
org/2025/07/09/injustice-abroken-promises/ (accessed: 20/01/2026).

Winthrop, R. (2022) ‘A Kind of Hell for Journalists, Columbia Journalism
Review (blog), retrieved from: https://www.cjr.org/special_report/
iraq-kurdistan-law-6.php/ (accessed: 13/01/2026).

Zanders, J. P. (2003) ‘International norms against chemical and biological
warfare: an ambiguous legacy’, Journal of Conflict & Security Law, 8
(2), 391-410.

Zel¢ane, E., and Pipere, A. (2023) ‘Finding a path in a methodological jungle:
a qualitative research of resilience, International Journal of Qualitative
Studies on Health and Well-Being, 18(1). https://doi.org/10.1080/17482
631.2023.2164948

Zembylas, M. (2007) “The politics of trauma: empathy, reconciliation and
peace education. Journal of Peace Education, 4 (2), 207-224. https://doi.
org/10.1080/17400200701523603

Zembylas, M. (2018) ‘Con-/divergences between postcolonial and critical
peace education: towards pedagogies of decolonization in peace
education, Journal of Peace Education, 15 (1), 1-23. https://doi.org/10.1
080/17400201.2017.1412299

Zembylas, M. (2025) ‘Educating for anti-complicity: A pedagogical response
to political and structural violence, European Educational Research
Journal, 24 (5), 672-688. https://doi.org/10.1177/14749041251325403

Page 34 of 34 - Published in July 2026


https://dckurd.org/2025/07/09/injustice-abroken-promises/
https://dckurd.org/2025/07/09/injustice-abroken-promises/
https://www.cjr.org/special_report/iraq-kurdistan-law-6.php/
https://www.cjr.org/special_report/iraq-kurdistan-law-6.php/
https://doi.org/10.1080/17482631.2023.2164948
https://doi.org/10.1080/17482631.2023.2164948
https://doi.org/10.1080/17400200701523603
https://doi.org/10.1080/17400200701523603
https://doi.org/10.1080/17400201.2017.1412299
https://doi.org/10.1080/17400201.2017.1412299
https://doi.org/10.1177/14749041251325403

	Towards Sustainable Peace: The Protection of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights of Victims of Gender-Based Violence in Post-Conflict Settings

